Abstract. Tropidophis xanthogaster, new species, is described from Guanahacabibes Peninsula, Pinar del Río Province, Cuba. It has a grayish-brown or greenish-gray dorsum with eight rows of dark brown spots and a yellow venter which lacks spots on the anterior one-third. It is placed in the pardalis group mainly because of its small size, low number of ventral scales (155-164), eight spot rows, and 23 scale rows at midbody. It differs from its closest relative, T. pardalis, by a combination of color, pattern, and scale differences.
Introduction
The snake genus Tropidophis is Neotropical in distribution. It includes a total of 29 known species: three from South America and 26 from the Greater Antilles (Powell et al., 1996; Hedges, 2002) . Cuba has the greatest species diversity, with 15 endemic species (Tolson and Henderson, 1993; Hedges, 2002) .
The Cuban dwarf boas (or "tropes") of the genus Tropidophis are mostly small (220-450 mm maximum snout-vent length, SVL), except T. melanurus which reaches nearly one meter in SVL. They are viviparous, usually terrestrial (several species climb in low vegetation), nocturnal, totally inoffensive and feed generally on small frogs (Eleutherodactylus, small Osteopilus, and Hyla) and lizards (small Anolis, Hemidactylus, Gonatodes, and Sphaerodactylus) . They have diverse color patterns but are typically spotted. Physiological color change, during a cycle of 24 hours, has been studied in two Cuban species (Rehák, 1987; Hedges et al., 1989) , but it is a common characteristic of most species in the genus (S.B. Hedges, pers. obs). They also have a peculiar defense mechanism, auto-hemorrhaging (Darlington, 1927; Domínguez and Moreno, 2003) .
A new species of Tropidophis is described here from Guanahacabibes Peninsula, Western Cuba. It is similar in body size, and in some aspects of scalation and general color pattern, to T. pardalis. However, it differs in several aspects from that species.
Materials and methods
Snout-vent length (SVL), tail length (TL), head length (HL), head width (HW), and neck width (NW) were taken with a Vernier caliper and recorded to the nearest 0.05 mm and eye diameter (EYE) was taken with a stereomicroscope (MBC-10) with an 8x measurement ocular and recorded to the nearest 0.05 mm. Comparisons among other species of Tropidophis were made by examination of preserved material located in Cuban collections (Appendix 1) and using published data about color pattern and scale counts (Schwartz and Garrido, 1975; Schwartz and Henderson, 1991; Tolson and Henderson, 1993; Hedges and Garrido, 1992 , 2002 Hedges 2002; Hedges et al., 2001; Domínguez and Moreno, 2005a, b Diagnosis. The new species has a robust body, small size (maximum SVL 239 mm), grayish-brown or greenish gray-dorsum with dark brown spots in eight rows (two dorsals and six dorso-laterals), middorsal spots (34-39) in contact at the midline, and a yellow venter which lacks spots on the anterior one-third, and lacks occipital spots. It also has a robust head (HW/HL = 0.67-0.71), rhomboid snout, 23 scale rows at midbody, smooth dorsal scales, and 155-164 ventral scales.
Description of the holotype (paratypes in parentheses, if different).
An adult male; body and head robust, rhomboid snout, without occipital spots, HW/HL = 0.71 (0.67, 0.68), HW/NW = 1.64 (1.50, 1.67), EYE/HW = 0.25 (0.23, 0.24); SVL = 239 mm (male 230 mm, female 227 mm); tail length, 40 mm entire (male 33 mm mutilated, female 32 mm entire); ventrals, 161 (155, 164); supralabials, 9/9 (left: right) (8/8); infralabials, 9/9 (8/8); loreals absent; preoculars, 1/1; postoculars, 2/2; parietals not in contact, separated by a small scale (parietals in contact); smooth dorsal scales in 23-23-18 (21-22-17, 21-23-17) rows; body spots 34/36 (36/36, 39/39); tail spots 5/6 (6/7, 3/3). Live weight of female paratype 9.17 g.
Coloration.
In life, dorsum was grayish brown or greenish gray contrasting with darker brown spots in eight rows at midbody, two dorsal and four dorsolateral spots. The two spot rows close to the middorsal line are bigger and in contact. Venter yellow and lacking spots on the first third; lateral intrusions of spots from midbody until vent, and below tail. Head uniformly dark brown, greenish gray pupil and black tongue with a white tip. In alcohol color is similar, although yellow changed to cream.
Etymology. In Greek xanthos = yellow and gaster = venter (yellow venter), in allusion to yellow color and absence of spots on the first third of venter.
Natural History. This species apparently inhabits caves and shaded rocky areas of modified limestone rocks known as "diente de perro". The holotype and female paratype were collected inside a cave and the male paratype was found under a stone, close to the main road. fig. 2) .
Distribution. Tropidophis xanthogaster
Comparisons The small size (maximum SVL 239 mm), robust habitus, and high number of spot rows (eight) associates T. xanthogaster with species in the pardalis group, which includes most Cuban species: T. fuscus, T. galacelidus, T. hardyi, T. hendersoni, T. nigriventris, T. pardalis, T. pilsbryi, T. spiritus, and T. wrighti (Hedges, 2002) . However, it can be distinguished from T. galacelidus, T. hendersoni, T. spiritus, and T. wrighti by -among other differences -its lower number of ventrals (155-164 in T. xanthogaster versus >177 in those other species). From T. fuscus, it differs in having fewer spot rows (34-39 versus 43-52 in T. fuscus). From T. nigriventris (144-150 ventrals), it differs in having more ventrals. It is similar to T. hardyi, T. pardalis, and T. pilsbryi but can be distinguished from all three by the yellowish ventral coloration and absence of spotting on the anterior venter (versus white or brownish venters with spots).
The closest comparison must be made with T. pardalis. Both species are similar in size, scale rows at midbody, body spot counts, dorsal pattern, and midline contact of the middorsal spots (Table 1) . Also, the distribution of T. pardalis is adjacent to the distribution of T. xanthogaster in Western Cuba. Besides the ventral coloration and anterior venter pattern difference already noted, another consistent coloration difference in those two species is the grayish-brown or greenish-grey dorsum (versus tan or brown or dark brown in T. pardalis). They also differ in head width, with T. xanthogaster having a wider head (HW/WL 0.67-0.71 versus 0.44-0.64 in T. pardalis) ( Table 1) . Two additional characters help to distinguish the two species, 
Discussion
With this new species of Tropidophis, the number of local endemic taxa of amphibians and reptiles on the Guanahacabibes Peninsula (Schwartz and Henderson, 1991 ) is raised to ten, which further supports the evolutionary and ecological importance of this region. In addition, the distribution of T. xanthogaster is close to that of T. pardalis, at the base of the peninsula near El Veral ( fig. 2) . The two specimens of T. pardalis from that locality appear to be typical of the species and do not show evidence of intergradation. For example, they have 23 and 25 scales rows at midbody, 143 and 149 ventral scale counts, six spot rows at midbody, 41/48 and 35/37 body spots, ratio HW/HL 0.63 and 0.50, and venter completely spotted, respectively. This new species now increases the number of species of Tropidophis in Cuba to 16. This great diversity of species, certain to increase in the future, invites evolutionary and ecological studies to better understand this adaptive radiation.
